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Presentation Overview 

1. What is Human Security? 
 

2. Why Human Security?  
 

3. The Human Security agenda in practice 
 

4. Instituto Terroá: promoting human security 
and sustainable development at the local level 
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1. What is Human Security? 

1994: the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) issued a Human 
Development Report (HDR) in which human security was for the first time 
explicitly and somehow systematically articulated.  

New paradigm for security and development agendas 
 
 

Focus on individuals and their respective vulnerabilities 
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7 Dimensions:  
Economic, Food, Health, Environmental, Personal, Community and Political security. 
 
4 Principles:  
People-centred 
Comprehensive   
Context-specific  
Prevention-oriented   
 
3 Freedoms: 
Freedom from fear 
Freedom from want  
Freedom to live life with dignity 

1. What is Human Security? 
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PROTECTION 

EMPOWERMENT 

Top-down 

Bottom-up 
Strategies that enable people to 
develop their resilience to difficult 
conditions (ibid.) 

Strategies to shield people 
from threats to human 
security (CHS, 2003, p. 10) 
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2. Why Human Security? 

 Holistic approach; 
 
 Focus on individuals (local level); 

 
 Takes the perspective of the beholder 

into account (context-specific); 
 

 Includes dignity as a fundamental 
principle; 

 
 In fine tune with the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), i.e. the 
Agenda 2030. 
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3. The Human Security agenda in practice 

The Human Security agenda: plan of actions, based on the norms and principles of 
the UN’s Human Security approach, established in order to provide individuals and 
communities with both protection and empowerment in a sustainable fashion. 
 

Global Norms  
(UN, INGOs, etc.) 

 
 

Local Contexts 
(everyday life) 
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Fonte: Human Security Unit (2012) 
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Overall steps for human security programming: 
 
Phase 1: Situational analysis 
Phase 2: Mapping and analysis of needs, vulnerabilities and capacities 
Phase 3: Build strategies  
Phase 4: Implement in a participatory manner  
Phase 5: Human Security Impact Assessment 
 
Source: Human Security (HSU, 2011) 
See also: Human Security in Theory and Practice (UNTFHS, 2009) 
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https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/HSU/Publications and Products/Human Security Tools/Human Security Presentation.pdf
http://www.un.org/humansecurity/sites/www.un.org.humansecurity/files/human_security_in_theory_and_practice_english.pdf
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“Terroir”: the environmental conditions, especially soil and climate, in 
which grapes are grown and that give a wine its unique flavor and aroma. 

The Institute 
The Instituto Terroá is a NGO established in Ribeirão Preto, Brazil, aiming to 
facilitate and support the social and territorial development in different parts of 
the country. 
 
Mission 
Facilitate and support the human development in a sustainable way: through 
the empowerement, protection and prominence of individuals, communities 
and organizations within their specific socio-cultural contexts. 
 
Target groups: vulnerable communities and/or schools in urban and rural areas. 
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Our “Young Change-Makers Program” 
offers courses and workshops on 
citizenship education, socioemotional 
skills, etc. to young leaders.  

School of creative citizens leadership 

Smart mob of awareness and collective 
interventions (ex: trees planting, human 
connection, reform of public spaces, etc.) 

Maps and reports 
human insecurities 
and social demands 
in different contexts 

Develops methodologies and facilitates the 
communitarian and territorial development 

Promotes solidarity economy, 
provides training and helps 
develop cooperation networks 
between entrepreneurs 

Programmes 
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Theoretical background 
Our programs and activities are inspired, among other things, 
by the UN’s Human Security approach, the Agenda 2030 and 
the UNESCO’s Global Citizenship Education. 
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7 steps Terroá 
Methods of territorial development 

and social innovation 

Global Citizenship Education 
Method used within the educational 

processes and activities of the institute 

Methodology 
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www.institutoterroa.org 
 
www.facebook.com/institutoterroa  

Want to know more? 
Access: 

Thank you very much!  

http://www.institutoterroa.org/
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